CHAPTER 2

Accomplishments
The Fresno County region
continues to make progress
toward accomplishing
transportation improvements
and accommodating growth
over the last couple of
Regional Transportation
Plans and Sustainable
Communities Strategies.

Active Transportation

This section highlights just
a few of the major and
recent accomplishments.

Total active transportation spending between 2013 and 2024 to programmed
improvements comprise a $107,765,000 investment. The following icons show how
much infrastructure was built in each category.

BIKEWAYS

Fresno COG, in partnership with its member agencies, developed a Fresno County
Regional Active Transportation Plan, which is a comprehensive guide outlining
the vision for biking, walking, and other human-powered transportation in Fresno
County. Adopted in 2018, the Regional ATP provides for a network of safe and
attractive trails, sidewalks, and bikeways that connect Fresno County residents to
key destinations, especially local schools, parks, and transit, and creates a network
of regional bikeways that allows bicyclists to safely ride among cities and other
regional destinations.

+ + + + +
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RECREATIONAL TRAIL ACCESS INCREASED WITH FRESNO REGIONAL MASTER PLAN
Fresno COG provided the County of Fresno with Senate Bill 1 Sustainable Communities formula
funds to develop a Fresno Regional Trails Master Plan to boost recreational trail access, convenience, and safety across the County. Adopted in April 2021, the plan focuses on unpaved
recreational trails and paved shared-use paths in unincorporated Fresno County, including
county islands within incorporated cities. The plan will allow Fresno County to capitalize on its
natural beauty and mild climate and leverage its existing trail system to expand recreational
trail opportunities for hiking, mountain biking, and horse-back riding in all areas of the county.

Highways, Streets, and Roads
State Route 180 is among the most notable recent improvements to the
regional highway system which spans the majority of Fresno County from
east to west. This Measure C, local-funded project began in July 2017
and was completed on time and within budget thanks to the partnership
among Caltrans, FCTA, Fresno COG, and the County of Fresno. All funding
sources for the $54.2 million expressway include:
State Route 180

Regional Transportation Improvement Program ($28.1 million)
Measure C - Fresno County Transportation Authority ($23.1 million)
State Highway Operation and Protection Program ($1.2 million)
Federal demonstration funding ($1.8 million)

Heart of the Valley Bridge opened on SR 269 north of Huron in 2019,
providing a safe, reliable corridor for vehicles. Previously, annual flooding
forced route closures and required travelers to use a much longer alternative. The bridge honors seven people who died in 1995 when crossing a
different bridge over the creek on a detour from SR 269.
Heart of the Valley Bridge

North Willow Avenue Widening Project

North Willow Avenue Widening Project in Clovis increased northbound
traffic capacity on Willow Avenue between Copper and Shepherd Avenues
and enhanced the roadway to provide multi-modal access. This Measure C
project opened in 2020.
Fulton Mall in downtown Fresno was plagued with issues that inhibited
downtown revitalization efforts, similar to pedestrian malls in other parts of
the country. In 2013, the City of Fresno received a $15.9 million TIGER Grant
from the US Department of Transportation to reintroduce vehicle traffic
to Fulton to increase investment in Downtown Fresno. Opened to traffic in
2018, Fulton Street is now a “complete” main street that provides improved
connections, accessibility, community, and sense of place.
Multi-jurisdictional Pavement Management System (PMS) was allocated funding by Fresno COG for nine local cities within the region that did
not have such a program in place. Completed in 2019, the PMS enables the
region to access necessary funding, prioritize roadway improvements, and
better manage roadway repair and maintenance.
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Fulton Mall

The Veterans Boulevard Interchange and Corridor Improvement Project
(Veterans) is under construction and will result in a six-lane arterial
roadway in northwest Fresno, a freeway interchange at SR 99, grade
separations over the Union Pacific Railroad, high-speed rail line and
Golden State Boulevard, a pedestrian trail, innovative traffic synchronization technologies, and improvements to roadways surrounding the
interchange.

Transit
The transit system continues to improve service to its existing riders despite
constrained funding. In conjunction with Fresno COG, Fresno Area Express
(FAX), Clovis Transit, and Fresno County Rural Transit Agency (FCRTA) have
completed numerous regional and localized transit studies, including the
Fresno Clovis Metropolitan Area (FCMA) Public Transportation Strategic
Service Evaluation, the 2018 Fresno County Regional Long Range Transit
Plan, and more recently, the 2022-2026 FCMA Short Range Transit Plan
(SRTP) and the 2022-2026 Fresno County Rural Transit Agency SRTP. These
planning documents provide guidance for future transit investments and
detail about how to provide and preserve a sustainable, safe, integrated
and efficient transit system that will enhance Fresno’s quality of life, economy, and livability.

Fresno Area Express (FAX) projects undertaken in the last five years
alone represent more service changes to the FAX transit system than in the
previous 50 years collectively. FAX’s most notable accomplishment is the
“Q” bus rapid transit (BRT) service along Blackstone Avenue and Ventura/
Kings Canyon Boulevard. With construction completed and revenue service
beginning in 2018, this first-in-the-region project was the result of a $54
million investment encompassing 51 stations and 17 low-floor, multi-door,
compressed natural gas, low-emission, 40-foot BRT vehicles. The 15.7-mile
long “Q” route has the highest ridership of all FAX routes.
Other major accomplishments include:
•

In conjunction with the Fresno COG and Clovis Transit, completed
the FCMA Public Transportation Strategic Service Evaluation (SSE),
proposing route changes to enhance transit service along major
corridors establishing a transit grid system for Fresno (2015).

•

Completed FAX “System Restructure Study” to implement the SSE
recommendations, including thorough review of proposed changes
with the community, stakeholders, and policy makers, and completed the FTA-required Title VI Service Equity Analysis (2018).

•

Fully converted the FAX fixed-route fleet to Alternative Fuel (Compressed Natural Gas - CNG)

•

Completed Station Area Master Plan for the multi-modal High
Speed Rail station in downtown Fresno (2018).
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2016-2018 Accomplishments
•

Implemented an ID-based subsidized transit pass program for college
students, staff, and faculty at Fresno State University and State Center
Community College District, including Fresno City College and Clovis
Community College (2016)

•

Implemented bus service to Inspiration Park (Route 12) (2017)

•

Implemented night service on 5 of FAX’s busiest routes (Routes 1, 9, 28,
32, 38) (2017)

•

Increased service to 15-minute frequency on Routes 9 (Shaw Ave) and
38 (Cedar Ave) (2017)

•

Increased frequency on weekends on Routes 20, 22, 26, 39 and 41
(2017)

•

Completed renovation of the FAX transit hub at Courthouse Park
(2018)

•

Initiated one-year pilot program for daily transit shuttle service from
Veterans Home to Courthouse Park (2019). The Veterans Home service
has been extended through fiscal year 2022

•

Implemented MyFAXBus transit app – to promote access to real-time
transit information (2018)

2019-2020 Accomplishments
•

Implemented late-night Saturday service on 5 of FAX’s busiest routes
(Routes 1, 9, 28, 32, 38) (2019)

•

Participated in FCOG Vulnerability Assessment to develop adaptation
measures to address impacts of climate change on transit passengers
and to address potential impacts to transit infrastructure and operations, including flooding, as well as droughts and heat-related events
(2019)

•

Completed Title VI Program, ensuring that the City provides equitable
transit access to ethnic minorities and low-income populations (2019)

•

Received funding for and completed design for the Shaw / Cedar bus
stop upgrades project. Began right of way acquisition process and plan
checks (2019). Construction anticipated in 2022

•

Increased safety at BRT stations, Courthouse Park Transit Center and
Manchester Transit Center (MTC) through the installation of security
cameras (2020)

•

Completed accessibility improvements at 18 bus stops in buffer median
islands throughout the city (2020)

•

Implemented Phase 1 solar lighting at 100 bus stops (2020).
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•

Received FCOG Measure C Funding to prepare BRT station area plans along
Ventura/Kings Canyon, and corresponding template for stations along Blackstone Avenue (2019). Planning effort anticipated to be completed in 2022

•

Adopted the Innovative Clean Transit (ICT) Plan, detailing how FAX will transition its entire bus fleet to 100 percent zero emission by 2040 (2020)

•

Enacted COVID-19 passenger capacity limits and initiated bus sanitation protocols (2020)

•

Analyzed service changes to provide transit to the relocated County of Fresno Department of Social Services (DSS) to the former Pelco location in Clovis,
as well as other route enhancements. Public outreach and the Title VI Service
Equity Analysis were completed in 2020

•

Re-routed Route 28 to serve DSS (2020)

2021-2022 Accomplishments
•

Deployed new Route 3 Herndon Avenue cross-town, extension of Route 20
to northwest Fresno, and extension of Route 45 Ashlan Avenue cross-town to
Central High School – East Campus (2021)

•

Extended 15-minute frequencies along entire length of Route 38 and interlined
Routes 12 and 35 for greater reliability (2021)

•

Completed 2022-2026 FCMA Short Range Transit Plan (SRTP) (2021)

•

Completed renovation of FAX transit hub at MTC (2021)

•

Conducted public outreach for and adopted ADA Transition Plan to bring FAX
bus stops into compliance with Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) standards.
This plan consists of the implementation schedule indicating annual barrier
removal phases, cost per phase, and overall cost (2021)

•

Implemented free fares for six months to assist passengers with COVID-related
financial hardships (2021)

•

Eliminated COVID-19 passenger capacity limits (2021)

•

Instituted new fare structure, making all fares more affordable and providing
free transit for children 12 and younger, as well as for active military and veterans. Completed associated Title VI Fare Equity Analysis (2021)

•

Placed FAX’s first 2 electric buses on Route 38 (2021)

•

Added free Wi-Fi on Route 1 BRT buses (2021)

•

Coordinated with High-Speed Rail Authority on station area planning for downtown High Speed Rail Station (2021)

•

Extended Route 3 to provide new service to Clovis Community College (January
2022)

•

Instituted less-restrictive transfer policy, allowing free transfers in any direction
for 90 minutes (January 2022)
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Clovis Transit has accomplished many of its goals in recent years, including:
Instituted a “zero-fare model” on both Stageline
and Round Up
Began a route re-design project to assess rider
patterns and demands, which will then be used to
update and modify current service days, times, and
routes.
Replaced an aging camera system at the bus
yard, providing increased security for visitors and
employees.
Installed additional bus stop amenities, including
benches and shelters with solar lighting.
Deployed two battery-electric buses as a pilot project to gather data on zero-emission buses and their
impact on the transit operation.

Fresno County Rural Transit Agency (FCRTA)
operates as the primary provider for rural public
transportation and continues to be a leader in adopting
electric vehicles and sustainable transportation.
In 2020, FCRTA launched a demonstration microtransit
program called REV-UP (Rural Electric Vehicle Utilization
Project) to provide inexpensive, zero-emission, point-topoint rides for rural Fresno County residents. Funded by
Measure C, Biola and West Park residents can reserve a $5
ride in an electric Chevy Bolt vehicle in advance or call for
on-demand service (subject to availability).
6 | RTP Chapter 2: Accomplishments

Other notable recent accomplishments include:
Awarded a $5.1 million FTA grant to be matched
with Measure C funding for a new technology
maintenance facility in the City of Selma.
Deployed nine electric buses, six electric vans and
18 Chevy Bolts, providing fixed route and on-call
service throughout Fresno County.
New solar-powered bus shelters in all 13 rural
incorporated cities, with an additional 10 Level 2
solar chargers secured from Electrify America, and
40 Level 2 chargers awarded from the Measure C
New Technology Grant Program.
Installed new fast-fill CNG fueling stations in
Kingsburg, Mendota and Firebaugh.
Continuing free fares on the intracity transit
services to seniors, disabled, and veterans, as well as
discounted monthly student bus passes for Reedley
College and West Hills College, increasing ridership.
Service enhancements in Del Rey to include
Saturday service from 10 a.m.-4 p.m., and two
new intercity express routes: Coalinga Express and
Orange Cove Express.
Interagency agreements with both Dinuba
Transit and Kings Area Rural Transit to provide
public transportation among counties.
Additionally, FCRTA was awarded grants to complete
an electrical grid analysis and microgrid study for rural

FCRTA Micro-Grid EV Solar Charging Resilience Hub
Van Accessible ADA and Motorcycle Parking Locations

FCRTA Micro-Grid EV Solar Charging Resilience Hub
Van Accessible ADA and Motorcycle Parking Locations
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Fresno County, an alternative mobility and rural transitexpansion project, transportation needs assessment for
Biola, and a study to analyze expanding existing on-demand EV rideshare/microtransit in Riverdale, Laton,
Lanare, Cantua Creek, and El Porvenir, in partnership
with Leadership Counsel for Justice and Accountability.

Aviation
In December 2018 the Fresno County Airport Land Use
Commission (ALUC) approved a newly developed Fresno County Airport Land Use Plan with funding provided
by the California Department of Transportation’s State
Aeronautics program and Fresno COG staff. The updated plan combines eight airport land use compatibility
plans into one document, adding an additional chapter
to address the land use compatibility issues and requirements of Naval Air Station Lemoore. Many of the
previously adopted airport land use compatibility policy

plans were outdated, with adoption dates ranging from
1983 to 2012, and were out of compliance with the State
Aeronautics Act. It was crucial to provide an updated,
unified tool for consistency review findings on plans and
projects adjacent to Fresno County’s airports. In December 2020 the ALUC amended the Airport Land Use
Compatibility Plan to add language addressing safety
measures for vulnerable populations.
Funded through the Measure C New Technology Program, four zero-emission, electric airplanes were delivered to Chandler Airport as part of the Sustainable Aviation Program in partnership with the Cities of Mendota
and Reedley, CALSTART and Reedley College to create
an electric airplane student-training program, one of the
first in the nation. This project will help improve regional
air quality and help catalyze the rapidly emerging zero
emission aircraft sector.
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Measure C Programs
Since 1986, Measure C has transformed Fresno
County residents’ daily commute and quality
of life through building and improving 1,200
miles of local streets, county roads and state
highways. Measure C funds local and regional
transit services, building trails, bike lanes and
ADA facilities, while leading initiatives to better our air quality and bolster
the local economy. Measure C successfully leverages local dollars with other
resources to deliver billions of dollars in local transportation improvements.
The Senior Scrip Program provides alternative, reliable, and affordable
transportation to Fresno County residents aged 70 and older. Eligible
seniors receive a 75% discount on fares by purchasing Senior Scrip in their
choice of paper scrip (for use with taxi rides), or in electronic credit for
Lyft/Uber rides. A partnership between Fresno COG and GoGoGrandparent
formed in 2019 provides transportation networking companies (TNC) like
Lyft and Uber service to seniors. GoGoGrandparent accesses TNCs on behalf
of Senior Scrip participants to request Uber and Lyft rides 24 hours a day,
7 days a week.
ValleyRides.com primarily assists two segments of the region it serves:
employer worksites and individual commuters. Services include consultation, worksite program development, and carpool matching. Incentives
and subsidies are available to encourage commuters to leave their singleoccupancy vehicle in exchange for a multiple occupancy carpool or vanpool.
A new Valleyrides.com website launched Sept. 1, 2019. The new site boasts
state-of-the-art carpool, vanpool and bikepool matching systems. It
enveloped information and links previously provided through the 511sjv.org
website, hosts the Measure C Carpool Incentive Program database and prize
award system, supplies up-to-date commuter resources and real-time road
conditions, and tracks the trips saved, CO2 reduced, calories burned, and
money saved by participants.
Measure C Commuter and AgWorker Vanpool Subsidy programs
enjoyed increased participation through March 2020. However, the COVID
19 pandemic significantly lowered program participation for over a year.
The number of new and existing vanpools is beginning to rise once again to
pre-pandemic levels.
Regional Public Transit Program: 24 percent of Measure C Extension
revenue goes to the Regional Public Transit Program. In fiscal year 20182019 over $15 million was passed through to Fresno FAX, Clovis Transit,
and the Fresno County Rural Transit Agency. The goal of this program is to
increase mobility and provide reduced transit fare for certain segments of
the population.
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Rail
Grade Separation: The Fresno County Transportation Authority (FCTA)
awarded $6 million in Measure C funding to the City of Fresno for design
and environmental studies on two railroad grade separations at Blackstone
and McKinley avenues, just east of Fresno City College. The grade separation
will improve public safety and will be compatible and complementary to the
“Better Blackstone” initiative, which is intended to diversify and improve land
uses along the corridor, as well as improve its aesthetics and make it more
pedestrian friendly.
Fresno Santa Fe Train Depot: The historic Fresno Santa Fe Depot was
rehabilitated in 2005 and functions as the new passenger rail station. The
San Joaquin Joint Powers Authority, which operates the Amtrak San Joaquins service from Bakersfield to Oakland, is engaging several improvement
strategies that require little to no additional resources, including: improving
schedules, reducing trip lengths and travel times, improving train monitoring,
train and connecting bus schedule adjustments and improved service
coordination. SJJPA is working with Caltrans and Capital Corridor on studies
that identify strategies to increase capacity for rail service and free up
equipment.
Rail Corridor Preservation: Although earlier studies indicate there is not
sufficient ridership for light rail in Fresno County, it is prudent to identify and
preserve potential future rail corridors, given the region’s growth potential.
Fresno COG member agencies are considering potential means for retaining
abandoned rail corridors for bikeways and future light rail options.
California High-Speed Rail: High-speed rail construction continues
throughout Fresno County, with major projects such as the San Joaquin River
viaduct, Cedar Avenue viaduct, and the Fresno trench & State Route 180
passageway all making visible, significant progress.
The Fresno Works Committee was formed initially to guide Fresno County’s
proposal for the HSR heavy maintenance facility, but now focuses on other
aspects as well. Committee members include officials from the County of
Fresno, City of Fresno and Fresno COG, working together with education,
labor and business sectors to ensure the California High-Speed Rail initiative’s and its heavy maintenance facility’s success in Fresno County.
The Cross Valley Corridor Plan (CVCP), which Tulare County Association of
Governments initiated in 2016, aims to: increase mobility and transit service efficiency; enable communities and cities in the Cross Valley Corridor
to promote developments that support transit use; encourage revitalization
and economic development, and; facilitate growth in support of the California High-Speed Rail (HSR) investment. The proposed HSR station site will be
adjacent to the CVC, a freight railroad corridor between Huron to the west
and Porterville to the east that is active in certain segments and abandoned
in others.
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Specific Transportation Strategies and Management Systems
Fresno COG Activity-Based Model (ABM): Following
the 2018 RTP/SCS, Fresno COG developed an activity-based model (ABM). As the Fresno County region
moves toward more sustainable land use development
and greater investment in supportive transportation
strategies such as bus rapid transit (BRT) and bike and
pedestrian facilities, an ABM is better positioned to estimate the benefits of such strategies and investment than
a traditional four-step travel demand model. Having the
capability to track each individual in a household, changes to household travel patterns can be better modeled
in ABM to address increasing interests in measuring impacts from compact and mixed-use development, active
transportation, transit, pricing, etc.
ITS technologies refer to a wide variety of tools and
techniques that focus on addressing transportation
problems by improving efficiency and safety through
communications, computers, information and other
“high-level technologies.” They include features such as:
traffic operations centers; changeable message signs;
roadway cameras; signal synchronization and emergency
vehicle preemption; as well as more advanced technologies, including real-time traveler information; automatic
vehicle location devices; vehicle collision avoidance, and;
electronic toll collection. As the lead agency, Fresno
COG established an ITS subcommittee to oversee the
2015 Intelligent Transportation System Strategic Plan’s
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development that included representatives from all
Fresno COG member agencies as well as FHWA, Caltrans
headquarters and the private sector.
Individual Fresno County regional agencies have already
undertaken several ITS deployment efforts, ranging from
traffic signal system improvements to transit management systems, and from enhanced emergency service,
computer-aided dispatch to freeway surveillance projects.
Over the last 15 years, the City of Fresno has instituted
multiple ITS phases. These include its traffic operations
center, with an advanced transportation management
system that interconnects approximately two-thirds of
the City’s 466 traffic signals, synchronizing 20 of the
most congested corridors, totaling more than 100 miles.
The City’s traffic engineers have state-of-the-art technology to monitor, model and coordinate traffic on some of
the City’s major arterials, improving safety, operations,
energy conservation and effective capacity.

Integrated Land Use - Transportation Planning

The 12 Adopted
Blueprint Smart Growth Principles

San Joaquin Valley Blueprint
The Valley Blueprint Planning process created a regional
vision of land use and transportation that has been and
will be used to guide growth in the San Joaquin Valley.
Although the Blueprint was adopted a decade ago, the
smart growth principles established under the Blueprint
continue to be applied in our current and future SCSs and
implemented at the local level.
A decade ago, the eight MPOs in the San Joaquin Valley
received a grant from the California Regional Blueprint
Planning Program and conducted comprehensive regional planning efforts that emphasized collaboration
with stakeholders at all levels to address potential growth
issues. During the Blueprint process, 62 cities and 8
counties in the Valley, and the community-at-large were
engaged in scenario planning exercise that led to the
endorsement of a preferred growth scenario in each
county and a valley-wide Blueprint that was endorsed by
the Regional Policy Council (2 elected officials from each
of the 8 counties). Twelve Smart Growth Principles were
adopted as part of the Valley Blueprint process, which
have since been used as the guidance in the planning
efforts in the Valley.
In early 2010, on behalf of the eight valley MPOs, Fresno
COG initiated preparation of the Valley Blueprint Roadmap, which resulted in a policy guide for implementing
the Valley Blueprint vision and Smart Growth Principles
through local implementation strategies and a 		

1.

Create a range of housing opportunities and
choices

2.

Create walkable neighborhoods

3.

Encourage community and stakeholder 		
collaboration

4.

Foster distinctive, attractive communities
with a strong sense of place

5.

Make development decisions predictable,
fair, and cost-effective

6.

Mix land uses

7.

Preserve open space, farmland, natural 		
beauty, and critical environmental areas

8.

Provide a variety of transportation choices

9.

Strengthen and direct development towards
existing communities

10. Take advantage of compact building design
11. Enhance the economic vitality of the region
12. Support actions that encourage environmental
resource management

planners’ toolkit. The Blueprint Integration Project
provided assistance to small cities in the Valley on
the Smart Growth Principles integration into the
general plans and ordinances.
As part of the Blueprint implementation 		
efforts, San Joaquin Valley Blueprint Awards have
been created to encourage quality in planning
and development by recognizing outstanding
achievement and practices in the built environment that are consistent with the Blueprint Smart
Growth Principles. The Blueprint Awards have
been presented annually since 2009 at the San
Joaquin Valley Policy Conference.

RTP Chapter 2: Accomplishments | 11

San
Joaquin
Valley
Greenprint
San
Joaquin
Valley
Greenprint
Building upon the Blueprint efforts, Fresno COG in partnership with the eight
valley MPO’s developed the San Joaquin Valley Greenprint Phase I and Phase
II. The SJV Greenprint is primarily a collection of maps, assembled as a comprehensive, interactive database that catalogs current conditions and trends related to the region’s biological, agriculture and water resources. The User Guide,
maps and data collected for the SJV Greenprint are publicly available through
the San Joaquin Valley Data Basin Gateway (http://sjvp.databasin.org). The SJV
Greenprint is intended to assist local agencies/ organizations and their decision-makers, making available a wide range of current public data on regional
resources, compiled in a single repository with interactive mapping capability.
As part of Phase II of the Greenprint, Demonstration Projects were commissioned to demonstrate the realworld utility of the information developed in
Phase I. Three Demonstration Projects that received funding during Phase II
and serve as case studies for the use of Greenprint data:
•

Watershed Enhancement Strategies for Groundwater Sustainability, by
Sequoia Riverlands Trust

•

Exploring the Land-Water Intersection in the San Joaquin Valley, by
American Farmland Trust and Conservation Biology Institute

•

Groundwater Recharge Assessment Tool (GRAT), by Sustainable Conservation and Earth Genome

Fresno
Fresno COG
COG TOD
TOD program
Program
The Measure C TOD program helps boost transit ridership and encourages
transit supportive land use. The program provides a range of transportation
options and supports well-designed, higher-density housing and mixed uses
near transit stations. In addition, the TOD program strives to support livable,
viable transit-oriented, healthy communities that promote walking, biking and
public transit to reduce auto dependence. The projects funded reduce vehicle
trips, improve air quality and provide access to active transportation through
integrated transportation and land use planning. The TOD program has granted close to $9 million for projects and programs since its inception in 2011. It
has funded affordable housing projects in the Fresno-Clovis metro area and
small rural cities along major transit corridors. It also provided matching fund
for the Fulton Mall reconstruction project, which is a critical piece of downtown
Fresno revitalization efforts. The TOD program has played a key role in promoting sustainable transit-oriented communities.
SB 743 Local Assistance Program and regional guidelines development
To help the region implement SB 743, Fresno COG has taken the lead role in
developing regional guidelines, which local governments can adapt for their
needs. SB 743 took effect on July 1, 2020 and has a profound impact on how
local governments and other lead agencies approve their development projects
during the CEQA process. Objectives include:
•

Develop screening criteria

•

Recommend vehicle miles traveled (VMT) thresholds
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•

Recommend a metric and threshold for transportation projects

•

Develop a VMT calculation tool that will be hosted on Fresno COG’s
website

•

Identify VMT mitigation measures

•

Recommend VMT thresholds for plans

Circuit Planner and Engineer Program
Fresno COG’s Circuit Planner Program commenced in 2012 and the Circuit
Engineer Program in 2015. The programs act as a liaison between Fresno COG
and its 13 smaller-city members (those with populations less than 50,000) to
assist with integrating smart growth principles into local planning processes,
furthering Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) objectives, and to help
coordinate transportation project development between local agencies and Fresno COG.
Fresno County Multi-Jurisdictional Housing Element
For the fifth-cycle housing element update, Fresno COG worked with the 		
County of Fresno and 12 of the 15 cities, to prepare a multi-jurisdictional 		
housing element (MJHE) that was adopted by the participating local governments in 2016. The MJHE included the following jurisdictions: Fresno County,
Clovis, Coalinga, Fowler, Huron, Kerman, Kingsburg, Mendota, Parlier, Reedley,
San Joaquin, Sanger, and Selma.
The Fresno County MJHE represents an innovative approach to meeting the
State Housing Element law and coordinating resources between participating
local governments to address the region’s housing needs. Building on the
success of the fifth-cycle planning effort, and in particular the benefits to the
smaller jurisdictions in the region, Fresno COG is working with local governments
to explore the potential or a sixth-cycle multi-jurisdictional housing element.
Affordable Housing and Sustainable Communities (AHSC) Program
The California Strategic Growth Council administers the Affordable Housing
and Sustainable Communities (AHSC) program, which provides grants and
affordable housing loans for compact transit-oriented development and related infrastructure and programs that reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Projects
awarded AHSC funds link housing to employment centers and key destinations
via low-carbon transportation options such as walking, biking, and transit,
resulting in fewer vehicle miles traveled (VMT). Fresno COG participates in the
San Joaquin Valley AHSC technical assistance team, which comprises the eight
San Joaquin Valley metropolitan planning organizations (MPOs), to provide
no-cost technical assistance to AHSC applicants. The program is essential to
helping applicants with limited resources compete for AHSC funding.
Regional Early
Early Action
Action Planning
Planning (REAP)
(REAP) Grant
Grant Program
Program
Regional
The California Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD)
awarded the eight San Joaquin Valley Metropolitan Planning Organizations (SJV
MPOs) funding from the Regional Early Action Planning (REAP) grant program
to collaborate on projects that have a broader regional impact on housing, and
to help local governments in meeting their sixth-cycle Regional Housing Need
Allocation. The SJV MPOs have secured consultants to provide technical 		
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assistance to local governments, develop a Valleywide housing report and data
sets to be used in the sixth-cycle housing element updates, and a series of
technical workshops.
Fresno COG hired a consultant to assist with the sixth-cycle RHNA methodology development and RHNA plan with a share of its REAP funding. It also awarded approximately $900,000 in housing planning funds to local governments to
advance housing production.
Regional Sustainable Infrastructure Planning Grant Program
One of the three Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) implementation
programs the Fresno COG Policy Board directed during the 2014 RTP/SCS
adoption process. The grant-specific objective is to encourage local and
regional multimodal transportation and land-use planning that furthers the
region’s RTP/SCS, contributes to the state’s GHG reduction targets and other
state goals, including but not limited to, the goals and best practices cited in
the 2017 RTP Guidelines, addresses disadvantaged communities’ needs, and
also assists in achieving the Caltrans mission and grant program overarching
objectives. Funded with Fresno COG’s regional Senate Bill 1 planning funds, the
program has awarded the following planning efforts since the program’s first
award cycle in 2017.
•

Community Landscape Plan for West Fresno

•

Community Landscape Plan for City of Fowler

•

FCRTA Electric Vehicle Rideshare/Carshare Plan and Service Expansion
Plan

Fresno County Regional Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure Network
(EVCI Plan) - In May 2019, Fresno COG received a Caltrans Sustainable 		
Communities Planning Grant to develop the Fresno County Regional Electric
Vehicle Charging Infrastructure Network Plan (EVCI Plan). The Plan will guide
FCOG in reducing transportation-related GHG to help meet state reduction
targets, and; conducting outreach regarding charger requirements and potential locations with EV infrastructure providers, transit agencies, existing EV users,
and the general public. It will assess existing EV charging programs and funding
goals and identify network deficiencies for publicly accessible units. The plan
will provide site location recommendations to fill network gaps along with
identified potential funding.
Fresno County Regional Transportation Network Vulnerability Assessment
This assessment identifies areas of the transportation network vulnerable to
climate change and provides strategies to remedy those impacts. Vulnerability
assessments help identify specific locations that are likely to be affected. This
assessment provides local jurisdictions information to help them strategically
invest in transportation infrastructure.
Better Blackstone
The Better Blackstone Design Challenge established community-supported
design plans and real estate analyses to encourage sustainable, pedestrian-friendly and economically viable activity centers along Blackstone Avenue —
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the “spine of Fresno.” These changes provide new mixed-use, transit-oriented
developments, including new affordable housing, businesses, services, and jobs.

Goods Movement
A collaborative consortium of California partners joined forces to analyze
a new, intermodal rail spine that connects seaports to key markets via the
Central Valley. The feasibility studies for this California “Inland Port” system
are being led by Fresno COG, and if implemented, would cut GHG, improve air
quality, reduce road congestion, boost traffic safety, and advance California’s
extraordinarily large intra-state freight movement system.
The California Inland Port will:
•

Support new job creation and investment growth by fundamentally
repositioning the Valley’s economic competitiveness.

•

Create a more robust and efficient distribution system with a specific
focus on high-value manufacturing, e-commerce, and agriculture
sectors.

•

Reduce shipping costs for shippers that manage global supply chains
through direct intermodal rail service to/from the San Pedro seaports.

•

Significantly reduce air pollution and GHG through fewer truck trips
from the seaports complex in the Los Angeles region to the Central
Valley and the Bay Area.

•

Reduce highway road congestion, with a parallel reduction road 		
maintenance and accident-avoidance savings.

Feasibility is being analyzed in phases, with phase one completed in spring
2020, and phase two and three to be completed by the end of 2022.
The eight SJV MPOs coordinate on other Valleywide goods movement studies
as well, such as the San Joaquin Valley I-5/SR-99 Goods Movement Corridor
Study and the I5 Freight ZERO Pilot Study, led by Kern COG, which is expected
to be completed in 2022.

Regional Safety Plan
Fresno COG led efforts to develop a Regional Safety Plan (RSP) and Multi-jurisdictional Local Road Safety Plan (MLRSP), both of which were adopted in 2022.
The Regional Safety Plan brought together a Regional Safety Steering 		
Committee to review local data such past crashes and gather public input to
learn where, when, and why crashes happen in the county. The RSP created
a roadmap for action with researched-backed safety solutions and a regional
safety education campaign that will help people make choices that reduce their
risk of being involved in a crash. The Multi-jurisdictional Local Road Safety Plan
was a collaborative effort involving 10 member jurisdictions and their safety
partners that each developed its own plan that includes safety goals, policies,
and project priorities. Local Working Groups analyzed past crashes and public
input to develop high-priority locations for potential safety improvements and
ensure each jurisdiction is ready to apply for grant funding for safety improvements. A Local Road Safety Plan is required to be eligible for the Caltrans’
Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) funding.
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